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of Great Britain, the open declaration he had made in
Holland of his resolution to treat of peace, by applications
to the English; the assurances he had given of engaging
the King of Spain to leave Gibraltar in their hands (all
which are convincing proofs of his perfect esteem for a
nation still in war with him); leave no room to doubt of
His Majesty's inclination to give England all securities and
advantages for their trade, which they can reasonably de-
mand. But as His Majesty cannot persuade himself, that
a government, so clear-sighted as ours, will insist upon con-
ditions which must absolutely destroy the trade of France
and Spain, as well as that of all other nations of Europe, he
thinks the demands made by Great Britain may require a
more particular discussion.

ce That, upon this foundation, the King thought the best
way of advancing and perfecting a negotiation, the begin-
ning of which he had seen with so much satisfaction, would
be to send into England a person instructed in his intention,
and authorized by him to agree upon securities for settling
the trade of the subjects of England; and those particular
advantages to be stipulated in their favour, without destroy-
ing the trade of the French and Spaniards, or of other
nations in Christendom.

"That therefore His Majesty had charged the person
chosen for this commission, to answer the other articles of
the memorial given him by Mr. Prior, the secret of which
should be exactly observed."

Mons. de Torcy had, for some years past, used all his
endeavours to incline his master towards a peace, pursuant
to the maxim of his uncle Colbert, "That a long war was
not for the interest of France." It was for this reason the
King made choice of him in the conferences at The Hague;
the bad success whereof, although it filled him with resent-
ments against the Dutch, did not alter his opinion: but he
was violently opposed by a party both in the court and
kingdom, who pretended to fear he would sacrifice the
glory of the prince and country by too large concessions ;
or perhaps would rather wish that the first offers should
have been still made to the Dutch, as a people more likely
to be less solicitous about the interest of Britain, than Her
Majesty would certainly be for theirs: and the particular
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